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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Season’s Greetings! I hope this finds everyone eagerly preparing for the holidays. including baking. The
challenges can be unusually rewarding. As scheduled, the Cleveland chapter board met for lunch on November
13. Joining us for discussions was Susan Tripepi, one of our Regional Directors and current President of the
Akron/Canton Chapter. We appreciate Susan’s attendance, considering her challenging schedule. As expected,
we covered and reviewed a lot of ground. With Susan’s input, we concur that we should continue to network
and support each other (people and organizations.) Therefore, we are planning to have a joint meeting with the
Akron/Canton chapter for 2002-2003 fiscal year.

On the subject of membership, I’d like to mention several important observations that were made at the board
meeting. The Cleveland chapter has a substantial number of retired members. The Akron/Canton chapter has
only two. It has been my observation with several other organizations to which I belong , this is a common and
local phenomenon. A review was also made of the chapter dues amounts. We compared our dues structure
with other Ohio chapters. At $31 for Regular, $31 for Affiliate, $13 for Associate/Student, and $18 for Retired,
the amounts appear reasonable for the Cleveland metro area. The chapter’s dues have not changed for at least
six years, while National’s dues have increased several times during the same period. Currently, the national
dues are $88 for Regular, $88 for Affiliate, and $28 for Associate/Student. Some firms support some of our
members by paying for their annual dues.

According to the Membership Survey conducted by our membership chair, Maria Selos, most of the
respondents have different preferences with regard to meeting places, days and times. However, a common
desired topic was Time Management and Tax or Accounting Updates. We feel that the scheduled meetings of
the Akron/Canton chapter and the Cleveland chapter of Institute of Management Accountants (IMA) provide an
adequate range of meeting opportunities and topics to meet some of our members’ needs. Although we have
located a number of excellent speaker resources, we feel that there should be increased membership
participation and availability of officers/directors to adequately plan and support regular meetings.

The day after the meeting, we received word from national headquarter«; that the suggested deadline for chapters
to award scholarships to students was moved up to January 13", This is the earliest deadline that we have seen
to date. However, Ilona Daw-Krizman, our scholarship chair, believes that by using the advantages of E-mail,
we can award a small scholarship and in the process, highlight the chapter. We are also continuing to build
relationships with area colleges in preparation for networking, accessibility to students and membership
opportunities. We are also planning to award a scholarship for winter 2002-2003, with adequate time for
applications and review. If membership supports the idea, we’d like to invite the scholarship finalists to a
chapter meeting next autumn to get to know them better.

I'd like to please remind our members and friends of the Season’s Greeting card benefiting the scholarship fund.
It is not too late! Don’t forget, the bylaws state that no expenses can be deducted from the scholarship fund.
Please continue to submit your contributions and signatures to me. I will accept them through the evening of
the holiday party. December 5" is the deadline, with mailing of the card scheduled later in the month. If we are
to continue awarding scholarships, we must ensure that there is adequate income. (Some of us do not even
reimburse ourselves for expenditures made in the chapter’s interest!)

To improve our records and to facilitate communications, we’d like to take a step forward to the futuristic, but
practical and present reality. We request that members please forward to Denise Brock's attention their E-mail
addresses and other pertinent updates for inclusion in the next roster. In addition to the feedback that we
received at the board meeting, similar membership surveys for other organizations reveals that there is positive
support in the usage of the electronic format for the ease and decreased cost of communicating with each other.
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While I am on the subject of media and communications, I'd like to extend a long overdue welcome to those
who have joined the Cleveland chapter during the previous fiscal year. The new members include: Anita
Butwinski, joined in August 2001; Gina Mandrake, a student at Cleveland State, joined in February; Olivia
Germany, a student at Notre Dame joined in March: and Velvet Pesek, a student joined in June. Gina, Olivia,
and Velvet, I have received your membership certificates. I'd like to extend an invitation for each of you to
attend the holiday party for a more personal and proper welcome. We’d love to hear updates from each of you.

Also please note the new headquarters address as of November 25. The address is included in this newsletter.
The organization continues to change and adapt. Please remember, your resources, time, attention and
consideration are greatly appreciated! We look forward to seeing you at the holiday party. There will be a
raffle for approximately five holiday-appropriate gift prizes.

Sunny Shellito

National HQ has moved. The new address is:

84035 Greensboro Drive, Suite 800
Mclean, VA 22102

Phone: (800) 326 - 2163
Fax: (703) 506 - 3266

Upcoming Akron/Canton Chapter Meetings

1/14/2003: Topic: Tax Update for Preparation of 2002 Returns
Speaker: Janine Garber - Bruner Cox
Place: Akron City Club
Time: 12:00 pm - Luncheon
(1 CPE credit)

2/11/2003 Topic: Makeup & Color for the Professional Women
Speaker: Patty Kordinak
Place: Akron City Club
Time: 12:00 pm - Luncheon

3/11/2003 Topic: Health Benefits of Chiropractic Medicine and
Therapy for Women
Speaker: Dr. Arland Riniger
Place: Lolli‘'s Restaurant - North Canton
Time: 5:30 pm - Dinner
Menu Selection: Sirloin Steak or Chicken Cordon Bleu
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:

December 5, 2002 Holiday Party, Great Lakes Brewery
Cleveland, OH
December 16, 2002 IMA Meeting - Willoughby Fine Arts Center

Topic: Accounting for Not-for-Profits
(Includes production of Pinocchio)
Cost: $18.00

Contact: Honey Wess (216) 674-8100
Fax: (216) 674 - 8104

January 20, 2003 IMA Meeting, Manor Party Center
Euclid, Ohio
Topic: Economic forecast
Speaker: Financial Analyst from Key Bank
Contact: Honey Wess (216) 674-8100

September 24-26, 2003 Annual Meeting & Conference i
Paradise Point Resort & Spa .
San Diego, CA
£ 2 i
{5 PM ',} o e—
g " i
American Society of Women Accountants N, e~

Denise T. Brock, CPA e
2184 Green Ridge Drive o
Wickliffe, OH 44092-2011

Sunny T. Petitti-Shellito, CPA
9621 Elsmere Drive
Parma, OH 44130

RETURN REQUESTED



