American Society of Women Accountants

Cleveland Chapter No. 13
Board & Membership Mid-Year Planning Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, January 20, 2004

Independence Place, Lower Level Conference Room

4807 Rockside Road, Independence, OH  44131

ATTENDEES:

Members:

Sonia “Sunny” Shellito

Ilona Daw-Krizman
Catherine Feola

Jennifer Earley


Tricia Teribery

Kathy Novak.

Guests:

Melissa M. Moncrief, Finance Manager & Grants Administrator, and a Student

Victoria Ashley, CPA; Vice President of Finance; both Melissa and Victoria are from the Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland

Guest Speaker:

Honey Wess, President of Institute Management of Accountants, Cleveland Chapter

QUORUMS:  Board (Majority—4 of 6) and Membership (10%-- 6 of 28) Quorums were met.

CALL TO ORDER:  

While dinner was being served, President Sunny Shellito called the meeting to order at 6:50PM.  The attendants introduced themselves.
MINUTES:

Ilona Daw-Krizman volunteered to take minutes, since secretary Nancy Kaska was not in attendance.  The minutes of the November 18, 2003 membership meeting were approved and distributed November 21st via e-mail.  The motion to approval was made by Kathy Novak and was seconded by Jennifer Early.  No business was conducted at the Holiday Party (An Evening with the Accountants) held at Pickwick and Frolic on Friday, December 12th.

CORRESPONDENCE:

Sunny shared the brochure that she received for a local conference, with CPE sessions available.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Catherine Feola distributed financial statements for the month of December 2003.  Season’s Greeting Annual Card Project raised approximately $300 for the Scholarship Fund.  moved to accept, seconded, to approve the financials as presented.  The motion was passed and the report will be placed on file.

EDITOR’S REPORT:

Denise Brock was not able to attend and no report was presented.

MEMBERSHIP’S REPORT:
Tricia reviewed the results of the survey that was designed by Sunny and distributed two weeks ago. The survey was intended for the Board to get a better understanding of what our members want in the organization and in the monthly meetings.  The survey was not responded to except by four or five people—one of the surveys was completed by one of our nine (9) Retired Members who indicated that she could not attend the meetings since she has been at a nursing home.

Some of the comments received could have been better.  For example, “I don’t like where the meetings are held at.”  Where possible, since some of the surveys were returned anonymously, Tricia will follow up.  Since the comments received did not indicate a useful trend, the Board and Membership did not adjust its planning protocols.

SCHOLARSHIP’S REPORT:

The Entertainment books have been returned, with no further sales made.  This project is closed.

Ilona reported she had no Cash Scholarship applications returned from potential participants.  Susan Tripepi, Area Director, was advised last week and no reply was received to date.  National has set a deadline of Monday, February 9, 2004 for submissions.  The Chapter deadline of Monday, January 12, 2004, which was set and approved last Fall, now having passed, the Board and Membership approved to close the process for both the Chapter and National Scholarships for 2004 – 2005.  The monies received to date and approved for the Chapter’s Cash Scholarship will be applied towards next fiscal year’s Cash Scholarship.

Ilona to date received one definite request and two inquiries with regard to the Becker Convisor Course Scholarship that available to the Cleveland Chapter this year.  It was decided that the Becker Convisor Course Scholarship was to go to a member.  The winner will be determined and announced next week.  Susan Tripepi is providing us with the final details of the agreement with Becker Convisor next week.

REVIEW OF OLD BUSINESS:

The EF for Women in Accounting & Annual EF Basket for November’s Silent Auction in Chicago was discussed—Items go to Kathy Novak for safekeeping.  Suggested items to represent Northeast Ohio.  Examples:  Buckeye chocolates, Indians baseball, LeBryon James (Cavaliers) jersey which was already obtained, Cleveland Museum of Art jewelry, Rock & Roll Hall of Fame CD, Great Lakes Beer, and Ferrante wine.

The Cleveland Chapter’s Bylaws, its basic structure, several sections and goals were discussed.  Kathy will compare the Chapter Bylaws with the National Bylaws and will suggest proposed amendments.  The e-format was received on January 5 and the Chapter Model Bylaws & Standing Rules was received from National on January 30.

NEW BUSINESS:

PROGRAM’S REPORT:
After the open meeting and after we answered our guests’ questions, we had a member-only session with Honey Wess.  She shared her experiences with us.  A number of items were discussed, included the membership retention.  We discussed trying to bring in students with a special reimbursement of the student dues, provided that the students meet a required number of Chapter meetings.  We also discussed attending student-oriented meetings.

ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting Adjourned at 8:20PM.

Respectfully submitted by:

/s/ Ilona Daw-Krizman _____________

Approved:




Second:

/s/              


 

/s/                               


